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+ LIDRARY:

o A Place in which literary, musical, artistic, or reference materials
(books) manuscripts, recorclings, or films) are |<el:>t for use but

Nnot For sale.

« A collection of such materials.
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various use bﬂ Pri\/ate or religious

organizations.
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The first library to be established in America.

In 1636, the “Great and General Court of the Massachusetts Bag Colong,” established
the the first school of higher education in Cambriclge (Newtowne 1630-1638Puritian ),

Mass., which was called, “New Co”ege”.

In 1638, Puritan Clerggman, John Harvard Passeclj wi”ing half his estate and his collection

of 400 books (consistin g most] U

This established the first Public

of religious and theo

ibrarg in the New Wor

ogjc tol:)ics) to the “New Co lege”.
d.

March 1%, 1639, the co”c—:ge was renamed, Harvard Co”ege, after it biggest benefactor,

John Harvarcl, later to become Harvard Universitg.
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o foOr lronclequoit’s frst 108 years (18%9 - 1947) . residents of the

Town did not have a Public i

* Onlg the Pu'

theg were hot open all year.

Drarg.

blic schools had small libraries for their students and

. lronclequoit residents would visit the Rochester Public Librarg)

l

often taking a Family tril:) to the city on Saturclay morning f:)ﬂ bus

or Familg car.
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o IN1946, Pauline Evans began voicing, her
concerns about lronc]equoit’s need for a

Librarg of its own.

« Fvans held meetings in her home with

various interested Parties.

o IN1947, she established the “lronclequoit
Library Association,” a group of

volunteers, interested in establishinga

IiBrarg for lronciequoit.




lronclequoit Public Librarg
1947 - 2022 ,
+ Evans solicited the assistance of many organizations,

inclucling:
« Director of the Rochester Public Li}:)rarg

28 Librarg De\/elopment Ottice of the State Education
DePartment In A”:)ang) New York

« And the Board of Regents.
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In 1947, the School E)oarcl, of the old District Number 2, (later to become the West

ronclequoit School District) agreecl to allow a group of volunteers to keep the school

ibrary open cluring the summer G experimental trial)
(i e 20 1997 lronclequoit Summer Libraly opens.

During the two months the |ibrar9 was open it had 559 borrowers and a collection of
around 4500 books.

|

The librarg was so busy, an area had to be fenced oft and higlﬂ school girls volunteered to

watched babies and toddlers in this fenced area, while parents looked for books inside.
It
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= Librarg was established in a temporary " }

building located behind the old

lronclec]uoit High School on the corner

of Titus Ave and Cooper Rd. ;

+ Volunteers statted the ibrarg, which |

was open cluring the summer and
children’s books were borrowed from
Serncca, Dake and Rogers Schools, as

well as book donations from many |

People in the communitg.
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lronclequoit Public Librarg ,

1947 - 2022
S Almost instantaneouslg to ’t]ﬁe opening o1c the j
librarg in West lronclequoit, Mrs. Norman Graham |
, , , , , |
was mstrumental 18 oPenmga Hararg branch in |

Sea Breeze.

« A small room was obtained for this new librarg

branch in the building that housed the Sea
Breeze Water Commissioners Office, 4441

Culver Rd.

« This librarg began with onlg A1 |

shelf, a significantlg smaller co

West lrondec]uoit.

Doo|<s on thc—:

lection than at
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s 153 Januarg of 1946 5 Provisional charter had been grantecl 139
the Board of Regents of the State of New York. Ina relativelg
short time, all the branches were registerecl) indicating that theg

met standards set up by the State Library in Albany.”
e 4 Y

S lronclec]uoit Story, page 141 / Maude I. West, Town Historian.

* Temporarg Charter was Presentecl to George I HelbergJ

President of the | ronclec]uoit Librarg Association.
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o Inthe earlg years of the |ibrar3’s existence, Mrs. Marsden Tuthi”, was

iNnstrumer

tal in recruiting about 85 volunteers to work in both libraries,

kecping t

WCC‘(.

nem open six afternoons, five evenings, and one morning, each

o The lronclequoit Librarg Association began searching for a Permanent

location and looked at many area Prol:)erties for establishing this goal.

o Cub Scouts offered their Services:; co“ec’ting used books for the libraxy

and raising money to Purchase new books.
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o In Julg 1948, an exPerimental librarg was

openecl in the Laurelton School.

» The Laurelton Presbgterian Cl‘:urch, on
Empire Blvd. and Helendale Rd., offered a

T

O’ x 14’ room in their basement.

« With the help of volunteers Prel:)aring the

church basement, the |aurelton branch

|ibrar9 was moved into the Presbyterian

Church and oPenecl in November 1948.
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« All the donated branches of the lronclequoit Librarg Were tenb
free inclucling free heat and |ig}1ting.

o The Librarg Association raised money for telephones, sul:)l:)lies)
and Postage }:)5 charging membership dues. Fundraisers
included cake sales, Christmas Card salesj rummage salesJ and

“Penn9 drives” ]33 schoolchildren.
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+lin 1952, the Monroe Countg Board of SuPervisors aPProvecl the

establishment of the Monroe Countg Librarg Sgstem.

o Inthe mid-1960s, the Sul:)reme Court of the United States handed down an imPor’tant decision establishing the “one

man - one vote” Principle.

Based on this historic action, in 1967 the 29 member Monroe County Legislature became the

county’s chief |awma‘<ing bodg, rel:)|acing the 4% member Board of SuPervisors) which had been in existence for 145 years.

sinJune 1952, the New York State Board of Regents chartered the Monroe

Countg Library Sgsterr

(MC1 S} an association of independent Public

ibraries, working ’togf:‘c1

 OLl nty.

ner to imProve librarg services for residents in Monroe
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o!\/\eml:)ershil:) of the MCLS began with sixteen towns, two \/i”ages, a school
district, and the City of Rochester.

s Mem

and

ber libraries remain govemecl bg their inclependent Board of Trustees

funded bg local taxes.

qlronclequoit Library Proucﬂg serves on the MCLS, as one of the original

sixteen towns.

«The MCLS’ eleven member Board of Trustees are aPPointecl by the

Monroe Countg Legis

n
laiLie:
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« With the creation of the MCLS, Participating ibraries
were able to share materials. This made it Possibie for
the lronciequoit Librarg to obtain books or other
materials from Participating ibraries within Monroe

Cou ntg.
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a new school building further north on

{ + Lincoln Rochester Trust Bank at 621 Titus| Bestes

Avenue replacecl the old school building

&
|

% Cooper Road.
i

o In1950. the erHdequoit High School built ——
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and offered a room in its basement to the | ————

Library Association. |
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o On September ol 1995 an oPening dedication of this new Iibrary
branch was held at the Lincoln Rochester Trust Bank. The
ceremony was attended ]33 over 150 volunteers and guests who
included Mrs. Frank Gannett, Dr. Charles Gosne“, the State
Librarian) and Mr. Harold Hacker, Director of the Rochester
and Monroe County Librarg System.
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* IN1955, lronclequoit had four librarg branches.

o Lincoln Rochester Trust Bank, Coo[:)er Rd and Titus Ave

o 4441 Culver Rcl, Sca Dreeze

S Eml:)ire Blvd and Helendale Rcl, |_aurelton Presbyterian Church.

. Riclgewoocl Middle School, E Riclge Rd
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o 11956, volunteers from the
lronclequoit Librarg received
a certificate award for 10

years of continuous library

service.
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+ InMay 195/, a library branch was openecl

e =
in the new DB. Foreman Co. Store locatecl

in the Culver Riclge Plaza.

o B. Foreman Co. Providecl 600 square
feet of space and served the | ronclec]uoit
Librarg free of charge for six years.

. UPon opening . the other three

Az .
$ ]
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7k g : | VOLUNTEERS AT OLD BRANCHM - Volunt Mrs. P |
: unteers . Yauh
branches in .__astlronclequow | McCarthy and Disnne Walier (behind Mrs. McCarthy)

, . ; : worked right up to movi time, P hows
consolidated into this new location. crowded quarters in Forman's Culver R'tm ::::o gt
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o IN1958, Helen McGraw became the lronclequoit Librarg’s first

o .
Llararg Director.

+ During her first two years, she worked cliligentlg on Plans for a new

librarg, Presentinga Plan to the lronclequoit Town Board in 1961.

o On Aprll 17,1961, lronclequoﬂt Jax Fayers aPProvecl a referendum

for the ?DUIICllﬂg of two llararﬂ ijllczllngs one on the West and one
on the East side of Town.
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+ The Town Poard aPPIiecl to the NYS Board
of Regents for a new charter to establish a

Public librarg

o In December 1962, the lronclec]uoit Librarg

Association Board met for its last time and

the volunteer resiclents group was clissolvec].

o The new Librarg Board was established and
took control of the lroncleciuoit Public

Librarg.
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Irondec]uoit Public Library

G473 102

« With the clissolving of the Librarg Association the Town Board aPPointed the

Hrst new Librarg Board members.

S Chairman Bemarcl - Jameson - | year term.

« Paul W. Vittum - §9ear term.

¢ R

« Rev. Harold W Estes - 4 year term.

+ Treasurer Herbert F Rgan -5 year term.

« Harold O’'Dell - Zyear term.
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28 Sunclag, October 27,1963, the Town of lrondequoit dedicated
and welcomed, two beautiful new |ibrar9 builclings

. 1 Cooper Rd. - West Branch

s 2180 Riclgc Rd E. - East Branch
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el
~ Special Library Section

September 5, 1963

Irondequoit Library

East Branch
September 7, 1963

Sonnet of the Books

1963

Sixteen years Irondequoit town has worked,

With a lofty purpose toward intellect

For its people, young and old, to collect.

And now the last mason's frowel has been turned,

So that the dream of multitudes is earned . . .

Ideals in brick and mortar are erect

In library buildings both East and West

Created by the volunteers who clerked

And its presidents Helberg, Robinson,

Friderich, Maclntosh, Christy, Helmer,

Clark, Hanson, and Bernard F. Jameson,

Pioneers Evans, Ryan and helpers 47

Guided the destiny with distinction
A P SRR

L

DR 2 L ARSI E AT N
e .-.,_-'.',:‘,.'W;', - . 2

o

L N

-

Miss Anne Bell

- b e LR DV th T AR & e “a
e o o SACALR
o Sy L SRR Vo R L L T S
e . """ R RS "?.. s N ¥ 2

1
P AAK
I e oo T ot s ST R A i s S Y M SN & OBl YO S e O A RN
4 % ¢ 5 > y el -~ v .. ~ ¢ : : 4 ) - >/
! ray 3 3 . . - 4 -
; .' 3 e : . - . N A o/ 3 i . 7 . 5 o s 5 : ' LT

AT T

Aata

-

Loy o




lronclequoit Public Librarg
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o IN1975 twelve years atter opening these two IiBrarg builcliﬂgsJ

Helen C. McGraw rePortecl that both libraries “were inaclequate”

In keeping up with the 1,000s of books, non-book materials, and
equipment of toclag.

. Rel:)orts showed that the lronclec]uoit Public Librarg builclings

were alreaclg below state and national Mbrarg standards upon

opening, ir 1963.
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lronclequoit Public Librarg
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o Inthe sl:)ring of 2015, a bond resolution was aPProvecJ for a
new, central community librarg to replace the two-outdated

buildings.

« This aPProvaI came with a commitment to seek as much
Public inPut as Possible for the c:lesigﬂ, function, and

construction of this new librarg) trulg making it the Public’s,
Public Librarg
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lronclequoit Public Librarg

1947 - 2022

’:ortg years after Helen C. McGraw,
reportecl about the inadequacies of the
clirrent |ibrar9 builclings, lronclec]uoit
again welcomed and dedicated a new

librarg building on SePtember 9. 2005

| ocated at 1290 Titus Avenue this new

Duilding is more central to lronclequoit

and replacecl the two existing builclings.
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o Friends of the Librarg, began in 1972
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